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PER CURI AM

In Novenber 1989, Virginia |law enforcenent officials were
notified that Cecil Curtis Hamonds, who was known to suffer from
some type of mental inpairment,” had threatened a fam |y nenber's
life with a shotgun. After obtaining a Cvil Mental Tenporary
Detention Order froma Virginia Special Justice, the officials went
to Hammonds' s residence in order to detain him Wen the officials
arrived, Hammonds appeared on hi s porch, shotgun in hand, then dis-
appeared into his honme and refused repeated requests to surrender.
Several hours later, after Hanmmonds had continued to refuse to
energe from his honme, the officers began to use tear gas in an
effort to force Hanmonds to exit. Hammonds responded by firing his
shotgun at the officers. Only after an officer had suffered a
gunshot wound i n his neck and shoul der and after a fire had erupted
I n Hanmonds's hone as a result of the use of flamuabl e tear gas,
di d Hammonds surrender.

Appel | ant Pat sy Darnell, acting as Hamonds' s next friend and
guardian, filed a claimunder 42 U.S.C. § 1983 in the United States
District Court for the Western District of Virgini aagai nst several
of the officials, contending that Hanmonds's rights under the
Fourth Amendnent and Virginia |l aw had been violated. A notion for

sumrmary j udgnent foll owed and was granted i n t he def endants' favor.

" A psychiatrist who exani ned Hanmonds i medi ately fol |l owi ng
his detention testified that he believed Hammonds suffered from
ei ther acute schizophrenia or a mani c-depressive disorder.



We have thoroughly reviewed the opinion of the district court and
are satisfied that the grant of summary judgnent was proper.

Accordingly, the judgnent is

AFF| RVED.



